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SYNOPSIS

        hen Alexander suddenly leaves on a 
road trip to France, Lukas decides to join 
him as he's been trailing his charismatic 
brother for his entire life. But during this 
journey he discovers that he finally has to 
go his own way, not knowing this 
decision would be so all-encompassing. 
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

          y brother is my best friend. We differ 4 years in 
age, but we look a lot like each other. We laugh at the 
same jokes and sound identical. And yet we’re also 
different: extravert and introvert, goal-oriented and 
dreamy, responsible and wild. Cut from the same cloth 
but in different shapes. It’s the deepest form of 
friendship to me, but one that comes with a natural 
inequality: only one person can be the strongest. 
There’s a peculiar kind of balance between brothers: 
the dominance of one brother is entangled with the 
reticence of the other. 

In BROERS I wanted to investigate the unique 
connection between two brothers. Alexander has 
always been the charismatic role model for Lukas, who 
has been following in his brother’s footsteps his whole 
life. Eventually, Lukas has to wrench himself out of the 
grasp of Alexander’s dominance to find his own way. It 
is poignant to realize that he might not have 
undergone this development if Alexander hadn’t 
dropped out of the picture. Lukas is like a plant that’s 
always been in the shadow of a huge tree. Only when 

the tree is chopped down the plant can catch the 
sunlight it needs to grow into a tree itself. 

After our short film SEVILLA and Marcel’s novel REBEL 
WITH WINGS, BROTHERS again refers to the Icarus 
theme: the Greek myth about the arrogant boy who 
wanted to fly to the sun. I’m fascinated by people who 
dare to risk everything to get the most out of life, 
precisely by also flirting with death.  Alexander is like 
Icarus, a boy who faces life like a loose cannon. A rebel 
who always pushes the boundaries. In style and pace, I 
wanted to give the film the same mercurial character 
as the reckless antagonist. For both Lukas and the 
viewer, Alexander is at times difficult to follow. 
Gradually, the film calms down and Lukas finds his own 
heart beat. That way we experience how he comes 
more and more closer to himself. So I wanted the 
visual style to coincide with the development Lukas 
undergoes and in which we see him become an adult 
willy-nilly. 

“How does someone who flies ever calm down  
and someone who doesn’t fly ever set out?” 

Jan Emmens 
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FACT SHEET

CREDITS 
Director   Bram Schouw 
Screenplay   Marcel Roijaards 
A production by  BALDR Film 
In co-production with  NTR 
Producers   Frank Hoeve and Katja Draaijer 

Cast    Jonas Smulders as Lukas 
    Niels Gomperts as Alexander 
    Christa Théret as Josephine 
    Rufus as Emile 

Distribution Benelux     September Film 
Supported by          Netherlands Film Fund, Dutch Cultural Broadcasting Fund, CoBO,    

                                 NTR (as part of “De Oversteek”), Netherlands Production Incentive 

Photography  Jasper Wolf 
Production Design Elza Kroonenberg 
Editing   Annelien van  Wijnbergen 
Sound Design  Evelien van der Molen 
Composer   Rutger Reinders 
Post Production  Crabsalad 

FACTS 
Original Title: Broers 
Film Length: 105 min. 
Original languages: Dutch, English, French 
Subtitles: English 
Shooting Format: 35 mm, HD 
Aspect Ratio: 2.35:1 
Format: DCP 
Date of completion: January 2017 
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BIO  
JONAS SMULDERS,  
actor

J      onas Smulders (1994) made his film debut in the 
Netherlands with the One Night Stand (short film 
initiative of Dutch broadcasters VPRO, NTR and 
VARA) TUNNELVISION. More roles quickly followed 
and, in 2013, he became known for his leading role in 
the young director Mees Peijnenburg’s graduation 
project EVEN COWBOYS GET TO CRY and the 
feature film THE DINNER. He also appeared in the 
television film BOYS, which was selected for various 
international film festivals. In 2014, he played his 
second leading role in the One Night Stand feature 
KETAMINE and had a guest role in the successful 
series  RED WIDOW). In 2015, he played the role of 
young André in the film adaptation of the book 
VENTOUX, as well as the leading role in the One 
Nights Stand feature A GOOD LIFE WITH A HAPPY 
ENDING and WE WILL NEVER BE ROYALS. The last 
earned him a Golden Calf Award (Dutch Academy 
Award) for best actor in a television drama. 





BIO  
NIELS GOMPERTS,  
actor
N          iels Gomperts (1991) made his film debut in the 
feature film SHOCKING BLUE by Mark de Cloe. This 
role earned Niels a Golden Calf (Dutch Academy 
Award) nomination in the Best Male Supporting Actor 
category. Also for his next role in the feature film 
LENA Niels received a Golden Calf nomination in the 
same category. On television, Niels is mainly known 
as Monic Hendrickx’ son in the critically acclaimed 
crime series PENOZA (“Red Widow”). 

Niels began his television career as host of the Villa 
Achterwerk (a youth series) program VEEL TIJD, 
WEINIG GELD. As an actor, he had a leading role in 
the television film DAGEN VAN GRAS, based on 
Philip Huff’s novel. He also had roles in television 
series such as ZUSJES, AAF and ‘t SCHAEP MET DE 
VIJF POTEN. In addition, he had roles in the crime 
series VAN GOD LOS and in the second season of 
A’DAM – E.V.A.  

In the cinema, Niels had a role in the romantic 
comedy and box-office hit SOOF by Antoinette 
Beumer. The short film BROER, in which Niels had a 
role, premiered at the Berlinale film festival.  
 





BIO  
CHRISTA THÉRET,  
actress

C       hrista Théret (1991) is best known for her role 
in RENOIR in 2012;   for which she was nominated 
for a Lumieres Award for Best Actress. 
Théret's acting career began at the age 11, when 
she did her first film, HEADHUNTER. After this she 
starred in many productions as LE COUPERET, ET 
TOI T’ES SUR QUI? and L’HOMME QUI RIT. Her first 
big break was the lead role in LOL. She was 
nominated for the César (the French Academy 
Award) twice. 
Last year she had the main role in the Austrian TV-
series MAXIMILIAN, which will be broadcasted in 
2016. 
At this moment she is shooting GASPARD VA AU 
MARRIAGE by Antony Cordier.  
She was the French Shooting Star at the Berlinale 
in 2013.





BIO  
RUFUS,  
actor

R          ufus is a famous French actor, a prolific artist 
who is also regularly performing on stage his own 
poetic and often humorous shows. 
Amongst his most notable movies: DELICATESSEN, 
LA CITÉ DES ENFANTS PERDUS, LE FABULEUX 
DESTIN D’AMÉLIE (Jean-Pierre Jeunet), LES 
MISÉRABLES (Claude Lelouch) and CHANT 
D’HIVER.  
Rufus starred in independant movies as well as in 
comedies : his latest performance in BIENVENUE À 
MARLY-GOMONT(J. Rambaldi) released last 
spring, with a great success. 
He also appears regularly on the French Tv since 
the 1970’s. 

In addition to acting, Rufus is actively devoted to 
the environmental cause. 
He is also a keen aviator who often flies free flight 
aicrafts 





BIO  
BRAM SCHOUW,  
director
B    ram Schouw (The Hague, 1979) graduated with honors from the 
Utrecht School of the Arts. His graduation film MARRIAGE was the 
official opening film for Curta Cinema Rio de Janeiro 2005. 

In 2007 he co-directed the play BACKSPACE for the theatre festival 
Cinéma et Justice, organized by the French Embassy and Amnesty 
International. It was the first of many collaborations with (screen)writer 
Marcel Roijaards.  

His second short film IMPASSE had its world premiere at the Tokyo 
International Film Festival 2008 as part of the feature film Stories On 
Human Rights with short films from directors such as Hany Abu-Assad, 
Marina Abramovic and Abderrahmane Sissako. The project was 
selected for renowned film festivals in New York, Sarajevo and Paris. 
IMPASSE received a Special Mention at the International Amsterdam 
Film Festival and won the NFTVM Vers Award for young Dutch 
filmmakers.  

After directing the TV film NINA SATANA and episodes of highly 
acclaimed television series such as OVERSPEL and VAN GOD LOS, 
Bram Schouw won a Golden Calf  (Dutch Academy Award) at the 
Netherlands Film Festival with the short film SEVILLA. The film 
premiered in Clermont-Ferrand, was selected for more than 100 
international film festivals, won multiple awards and was announced to 
be in the worldwide top-10 films by Vimeo in 2014.  

BROERS is his first feature film. 



BIO  
MARCEL ROIJAARDS,  
screenwriter

M       arcel Roijaards (The Hague, 1966) studied acting in 
Antwerp (Belgium) and worked as an actor in well-known Dutch 
and Belgian theatre companies like RO Theater, De Appel and 
Het Gebroed. Some years later he switched to writing. Since 
then several original plays have seen the light of day and are 
performed on a regular basis. 
  
In 2012 his first novel REBEL MET VLEUGELS (Rebel With 
Wings) was published. His modern version of the Icarus story 
was critically acclaimed and distributed in Italy and the 
Netherlands. The book was mentioned as one of the 3 best 
youth novels of 2012 by the Dutch press. 
  
Marcel wrote several short films, including SEVILLA, directed 
by long-time friend and collaborator Bram Schouw and was the 
start of a successful partnership with producer BALDR Film. The 
film premiered in the Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival, was 
selected at more than 100 international film festivals, won 
multiple awards - including a Golden Calf (Dutch Academy 
Award) for Best Short Film and a Silver Tale for best Dutch 
screenwriter. 
  
BROERS is his first feature film screenplay. 



BALDR Film,  
production company
B   ALDR Film (2012) is the Amsterdam-based production 
company of Frank Hoeve and Katja Draaijer. International in 
scope, they focus on developing, producing and co-producing 
challenging high-quality fiction films and documentaries by a 
select number of filmmakers with a distinctive personal 
signature.  

After they founded BALDR, they produced the short film 
SEVILLA  by director Bram Schouw and screenwriter Marcel 
Roijaards, which won the Dutch Academy Award for best short 
film and  was screened at over 100 film festivals worldwide. 
After this they produced many films such as VOOR EMILIA by 
Martijn Maria Smits (winner Dutch Academy Best Actress), 
ACCORDING TO PROTOCOL (Nomination Dutch Academy 
Award best documentary) and IDFA nominated THOSE WHO 
FEEL THE FIRE BURNING by Morgan Knibbe, which won the 
Dutch Academy Award for Best Feature Length Documentary. It 
was also the official Dutch entry for the Oscars 2016. 

At this moment their first feature film BROERS  is in post-
production starring Jonas Smulders (The Dinner, Geen Koningen 
in ons bloed), Niels Gomperts (Penoza), Christa Théret (Renoir) 
and Rufus (Amélie). Also in production:  ETGAR KERET : A 
TRUTH-TELLING LIAR by Stephane Kaas and the Danish/
Swedish/Dutch co-production  BETWEEN TWO WORLDS  by 
Janus Metz (Armadillo). 
BALDR Film is a member of Ateliers du Cinéma Européen (ACE-
network), European Documentary Network (EDN), Film 
Producers Netherlands (FPN) and the European Film Academy.  



More info: 

BALDR Film 
Oudezijds Achterburgwal 77 
1012 DC Amsterdam 
+31 20 303 26 70 
info@baldrfilm.nl 
www.baldrfilm.nl  
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